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the cause and remembering the pluck. On the Boer side
the important new reputations were Louis Botha (pronounced
Bo at a), coirirnander-in-chief of the Boer forces in the latter part
of the war, and his lieutenant Jan Smuts. These two men
became loyal servants of the British Empire, and the first and
second prime ministers of a United South Africa (Act of Union,
1910). Botha led South Africa into the first and Smuts into the
second great war.

Results of the war. Reviewing the ultimate results of the war
one may say that in one respect they were good; without war and
conquest it is hard to see how union could have been achieved,
and union was necessary to the welfare of South Africa. Yet
in another respect they were bad; the war perpetuated the
cleavage in spirit between the two races. When one visits South
Africa to-day one has an uncomfortable feeling that Rhodes is
still the national hero at Capetown, and Kruger at Pretoria,
where his colossal statue confronts one on emerging from the
railway station. Botha, the great reconciler and a far nobler man
than either Rhodes or Kruger, has by comparison no memorial
in the hearts of any but the wise and the few.

The Balfour government. Salisbury resigned in 1902 on
account of failing health and was succeeded by Balfour who had
for the previous seven years been leader of tie House of Com-
mons, The Balfour government ended in a crushing defeat at
the next election (1906) so that it is often regarded as a failure,
but it had some distinguished achievements to its-credit. One
of these was the Education Act of 1902, establishing the present
system of county secondary schools^ a step forward in education
as great as Forster's Act thirty-two years before. Unfortunately
this Act, by conferring further state-aid on the Church of
England elementary schools to enable them to keep pace with
the increasing demands of educational efficiency, irritated the
Nonconformists who wanted the Church schools to be 'frozen
out' of the national system. Thus the Act helped towards a
revival of the Liberal party.

Irish Land Purchase. Another important and excellent
measure was George Wyndham's Irish Land Purchase Act.
The Gladstone Act of 1881 with its 'three Fs' had never been a